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ROOTSPACE LAUNCHES YOUTH VOICE (SAWT ASHABAB)
An alternative citizen newspaper, by the youth, for the youth.

Sawt Ashabab is an exciting project which aims at engaging young people (age 18-25) from different universities, groups, regions, etc on a collaborative media project, to report, monitor, and act as “citizen journalists” for critical issues in Lebanon. Project co-coordinator Dima Saber explained that "students from different political sides need to be able to see and listen to others and understand that we can discuss issues, not just political affiliations.  Young people seeing their own articles in print in newspapers from both sides is a big steps towards young people seeing the other viewpoints as legitimate and worthy of discussion."  David Munir Nabti, co-coordinator with Saber, said “this project is currently being developed and launched in relation to the upcoming elections, but we are working to develop this into an ongoing effort engaging young people around Lebanon in regular media production and information & media literacy projects."

The immediate goal is to produce a newspaper (online and in print) completely written and edited by Lebanese youth and students, in both English and Arabic. It would be published as a supplement by both An-Nahar and Al-Akhbar one week before the elections. Web content will be carried on the main website (http://www.sawtashabab.org) and in sections of partner online media outlets including Al-Akhbar, An-Nahar, Jaridtak, Menassat, and UPI/UPIU. A video component involves youth/student submissions of 3-5 minutes to be aired on a special "Kalam Ashabab" segment on LBC's Kalam An-Nas. 

The web content will be online starting next week and the printed newspaper will be distributed during the last week of May. RootSpace is also recruiting a team of students to send reports live on the day of the elections. Students will be on the ground gathering interviews and reports and producing audiovisual content (videos and podcasts) that will all be published on the website of Sawt Ashabab as well as other media outlets.

All final content should be submitted to Sawt Ashabab by May 20.  More details on the website.

It is important to note that is the first time in Lebanon that two newspapers, of different political tendencies, cooperate to co-publish content that fosters critical thinking and breaks down unhealthy barriers within Lebanese society. 

The enthusiasm of the project coordinators is contagious as they speak of the project and encourage the Lebanese youth to participate: “We hope to engage as many young people as possible for this could be an excellent way to create for these students an unbiased platform where they could make their voices heard.”


Press contacts: 
Dima Saber: 70- 879225 dima@therootspace.org
David Munir Nabti: innovate@therootspace.org
If you would like to know more or participate, please check the website: www.sawtashabab.org 
or send an e-mail to: sawtashabab@therootspace.org
###End of Press Release###
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